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DESIGNER 3 PREMIUM.The government's account of how last

summer's riots in North London were "the worst they had ever seen"
is to be published today, a copy of which has been obtained by the
Guardian. In a 44-page report, the riot policing review team states

that the death toll was in fact considerably lower than many
suggested, and says that the problems of social alienation and other

underlying causes were not addressed with any "serious vigour or
clarity". It also says that the early police response was "too slow,

timid and too tight". The report, which is the most detailed and official
account to date of the huge disorder which erupted in the capital last
summer, was written by Professor Alan Billingsley, a former chairman
of the Policing Board, at a cost of about £180,000. Its publication is

greeted with deep scepticism by commentators who say it says
nothing new and is not likely to alter government policy or the police
response to future disturbances. It may even fuel anger at the way
the police handled the crisis, which the report says took too long to

react to the unfolding events. "This report says absolutely nothing of
substance," one officer said. The prime minister, Tony Blair, has said
that he was satisfied with the response to the riots, and his cabinet
ministers and senior police officers have also praised the way the
police handled the affair. David Blunkett's office has said that the

report is not due to be released until next week, and that no decisions
have been taken on 6d1f23a050
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