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www.TorontoStarReprints.com The move is in

keeping with the Trudeau government’s approach
of ending discriminatory laws and challenging
systemic racism, Indigenous Affairs Minister
Carolyn Bennett said. OTTAWA–The federal

government is set to remove criminal charges
from residential schools survivors who attend
ceremonies that are native to their cultural

identity. The move, which Indigenous Affairs
Minister Carolyn Bennett has announced in a
piece published this week in the Toronto Star,

comes as federal cabinet makes no secret of its
support for native cultural ceremonies. “We know

that when you come to us with a culture, you
have a history. And that history, by virtue of its

documentation, exists independently of our
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government,” Trudeau said in a news conference
last month. “The CBC no longer considers itself an
Aboriginal broadcaster. Canadians are much more

aware of the treaties that were made and the
agreements that were made in the past between
First Nations and Canadians.” Bennett also said
that she would bring forward legislation to end

the practice of sending people to prison for
attending native ceremonies. Article Continued
Below “If we believe in reconciliation, then we

have to acknowledge that what happened in the
past needs to be acknowledged. And in the past,
Aboriginal people have been subject to criminal

statutes for attending their own ceremonies,” she
said. Bennett said that when these people are

charged with crimes, they are put at the mercy of
justice, and may end up on the streets. “I have

heard from them that they won’t go to jail. They
can’t go to jail. Because they still want their

culture,” she said. Trudeau said in March that
people who want to join native ceremonies will

not be forced to disclose their background.
Trudeau also said the government is in the midst

of a review of the
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